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Panorama Preening 


Member reaction to Vol. 1, Number 1, of Por- 
sche Panorama was overwhelming! So much so in fact 
we are going to do a bit of bragging by printing a 
few of the comments (It might help us get more new 
members !): 


"Congratulations on your first publication of 
Porsche Panoramas It was tremendous, terrific, a 
credit to those who labored so hard to put it acro- 
ss." (Charles Fowler-N. J.) 

"I have already gotten $5.00 worth of inforn- 
ation out of the magazine." (lr. Fred Fredette-vVt. ) 

"You are to be congratulated on a very fine 
piece of work. Porsche should make you an American 
Vice-President." (Dr. Earl Illick-N. Y.) Ferry 
Porsche please note! 

"Your statement of objectives and the fine job 
on the first issue of Porsche Panorama has convinc- 


ed me I would like to become a member." (fobert 
Cramer-Ga.) Thanks, Bob, and welcome! 
"Congratulations on a wonderful job! You and 


the Panorama staff did the impossible. Your first 
+eeis terrific." (Gene Bussian-wis.) You helped. 

"Porsche Panorama: A wonderful magazine! hiy 
congratulations and thanks in the name of the fact- 
ory for your endeavours." (Otto Erich Filius--- 
Porsche's U. S. Representative-N. Y.) 

"Congratulations on a fine Vol. 1, Number l. 
The whole idea, tone, frame of set up, policy and 
format is the very best." (Henry Scheel-Conn.) 

"I snould like to congratulate you on an ex- 
cellent first issue of the Porsche Panorama.” (Dr. 
Jesse Adams, Cdr., USN-Calif.) 

"You have certainly done a tang up job...its 
a good start and just what we want." (Dr. Eugene 
Fideout-Wash. ) 1d thanks for your help too. 


On the other hand, just one member "was not 
fully satisfied." (He wants more technical infor- 
mation with a capital "T"...and wiil get it just 
as soon as some answers come back from the factory. ) 
All of which served the useful purpose of getting 
our feet back on the ground and down to work on 
Vol. 1, Number 2. 


We got involved in holiaay parties (our navi- 
gators have to be catered to or we would soon be- 
come EX-Porsche owners), the staff hauled off to 
the rose Tree Over-Nite Rallye up in Philly, we 
ran inte printing problems, etc. In the future 
our goal will te to mail out ?anorarma during the 


last week of each month. 
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FROM THE HORSE'S MOUTH 


Otto Erich Filius, who has succeeded Wolfgang 
Raether as Porsche's U. S. Representative, has ask- 
ed that you be informed that Hoffman "will do every- 
thing possible to develop a good service and is will- 
ing to cooperate wherever he can." Filius further 
assures us that when things go wrong in most cases 
it is not Hoffman's fault nor the fault of his com- 
pany. This is heartening news and we are looking 
forward to steady improvement in Porsche service 
and the availability of parts. 


In ordering parts, Filius suggests that you 
ALWAYS mention the serial number of your car. He 
also urges that you contact your NEAREST dealer to 
obtain parts. He feels that once the dealers get 
"the word" that there is a demand for Porsche parts 
more dealers will be encouraged to stock them. That 
makes sense...but we have a few additional thoughts 
on the subject: 


As Porsche owners our MAJOR concern is service 
++sprompt, competent and reasonable. Many of the 
problems on that score would be solved if a commit- 
ment to stock and maintain at least a minimum in- 
ventory of Porsche parts necessary to meet the gen- 
eral servicing and repair requirements of owners 
were made a condition of the Porsche dealership 
contracte 


Nothing tees off owners of sports cars (re- 
gardless of make) more than those dealers who are 
only out to make a fast buck on new car sales... 
then give the purchasers the cold, glassy eye of 
disinterest when their cars need servicing. Suc- 
cessful dealerships are founded on sales AND ser- 
vice. Good service makes for repeat sales. If ser- 
vice is not available, or is poor in quality and 
high in price, chances are 99 to 1 the dealer has 
made his first, last and only sale to a dissatis- 
fied customer. Furthermore, the owner who has got- 
ten a bum shake is usually prompt to tell the world 
of his woes...ewith much damming of the marque in 
general and the dealer in particular. 

It hardly seems necessary to point out that if 
the Porsche marque is involved, it is harmful to 
both manufacturer and importer...to say nothing of 
what it does to those Porsche dealers who knock 
themselves out to keep our little cars running like 
a 2l-jewel watch. 


SUSPENDED ANIMATION 





A number of '55 Porsche owners have jacked up 
their cars for one reason or another...only to dis- 
cover they couldn't get der Beetles down again. (The 
owner's manual is silent on the subject). In desper- 
ation they nave resorted to digging the grourd away 
from the base of the jack (nard on the hands), using 
a Detroit bumper jack (hard on the bumper), knocking 
the jack out with a sledge hammer (hard on the jack), 
and other primitive techniques. Lon't laugh you old 
timers! Tne new Porsche jacks aren't the endless 
thread variety put have a perfectly smooth shaft like 
the VW jacks. Tne secret to lowering der Porsche is 
to irsert the jacking lever horizontally thru the 
left-hand side of the jack mechanism and lifting UP. 
Simple..eain't it? 


PCA mailing. address: 





All administrative correspondence of the 
PCA, membership applications, etce, should be 
mailed to: 
William J. Sholar 
1542 Mt. Eacle Place 
Alexanaria, Virginia 
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A SURVEY OF MEMBERS 


On 1 January, 1956, your club had 122 members, 
an increase of over 30% since press time for the 
first issue of Panorama. A survey of the member- 
ship applications showed our cars distributed as 
follows: 


By area: By engines: 
Northwest - 14 1300 - 3 
Northcentral - 6 1500 = 102 
Northeast - 85 1500S - 17 
Southwest - 5 1600S - 2 
Southcentral - 7 
Southeast - 7 

By body type: By year: 

Coupe 79 'S2 - 6 

Conve 17 'S3 = 27 

Speed. 28 'Sh = 20 
'SS - 66 
56-5 


Your preference in club activities and information 
are: 


lst: 84% Technical information 

2nd: 45% Short rallyes 

3rd: 17% Gymkhana and Social (a tie) 
hth: 14% Social 


MUCH ADO ABOUT DUES 


At the request of many members, Charter Mem- 
bership has been held open until January 31, 1956. 
Applications dated on or after February 1 will be 
accepted for Active Membership. 


Annual dues, beginning February 1, will be 
$10.00 per year. New members joining PCA after 
that date will also be required to pay an initia- 
tion fee of $5.00...for badge and membership card. 
(Charter members please note your bonus for this 
year). 


DATES OF OPERATING MEMBERSHIP 


Annual dues will be payable on or before De- 
cember 1 of each year. New members joining be- 
tween December 1 and June 1 will pay the initia- 
tion fee of $5.00 and the full annual dues of 
$10.00. New members joining between June 1 and 
December 1 will pay the initiation fee of $5.00 
and reduced dues of $6.00. 


To clarify the present status af Charter mem- 
bers: Those having joined the PCA up to January 31, 
1956 will have paid a total of $10.00 for initia- 
tion fee, badge, membership card and 12 issues of 
Porsche Panoramas Beginning December 1, 1956, 


Charter members will pay the regular annual dues 
of $10.00. 
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Frank Beckett's 1SCON Convertible 





KUDOS 


Cdr. Jesse Adams, MC, USN-Calif. 


Placed 3rd 
overall on Nov. 26-27 in the 12-hour Stygian Rally, 
sponsored by Sports Cars Unlimited, Oakland, Calif. 
Porsche entries: 7. Course: "Hairy'’...complete 
with mountain roads, light drizzle, wet leaves and 
pine needles, spin-outs and a bent wheel. If any- 
one thinks third overall isn't so hot...what about 
the 163 cars that finished BEHIND him? 





Maj. Frank Beckett, USA-Va. See Great Ameri- 


can Mountain nally report. 





Capt. Phil Broderick, Cdr. Ray Pitts and Ern- 
est Hewett--.one, two, three...in the »cA=-Potomac 
Region's December Gymkhana. They reaily burned it 
thru 3 tough courses on a raw, wet day which was 
made all the more miserable for some navigators who 
ended up with a pie pan of water in their laps. 





Paul Wiener-N. Y. Awaiting the arrival of his 
new "baby". Nope! Its not a Carrera. This one is 
the rubber pants variety. 


Maj. Frank Beckett, Driver, and Cdr. Ray Pitts, 
Navigator, took second in Class at the nose tree 
ALL NITE Rally, Philadelphia, on Jan. 21-22. It 
was a dilly of a course thru the Poconos...nice- 
ly trimmed with ice and snow. Both these hardy 
boys are Potomac Region. 





Charles E. Fowler, N.J., shined up his Speed- 


ster and took Ist place in Concours D'elegance in 
the auto show at Point Pleasant. 





Let's hear more about the doin's in your dig- 
gin's. We'd like’to run news briefs, such as above, 
on the accomplishments of all PCA members. 


WARMER FEET 
Sheets of Fiberglass under the floor boards 


will cut road noise and keep out the cold. L. Hil- 
ton (Now in Germany). 
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Chuck Fowler-N.J., Concours winner. 








PORSCHE SPYDER 


Only one PCA member, to date, owns a SPYDER. 
But we can all DREAM..«s0 here's a more or less 
complete description and run-down on the most 
fabulous member of the FPorache family. 


The Porsche Type 550 is a 2-seater racing 
sports car with aluminum body and seamless steel 
tubing chassis construction. 


The engine is in the rear of the car...lying 
in front of the rear axle and transmission, to which 
it is flanged. It is an air-cooled ) cylinder, 4 
stroke cycle box motor with camshafts, 2 double 
down-draft carburetors and dual ignition. 


An accumlator tank (with foam separator) sup- 
plies lubricating oil. It is located under the rear 
deck, and has a twist-locking oil filler. The oil 
cooler is located in the front end of the car in a 
special openinge The air flow can be controlled 
from the cockpite 


The single dry disc clutch is hydraulically 
operated. 


The fuel tank is in the front part of the car 
eseas in other types. It has a quick locking fill- 
er cap which projects through an opening in the 
front deck lid. 


The electric fuel pump forces fuel to the 
carburetorse 


The front wheels are parallel-guided and in- 
dependently suspended. The springing is achieved 
through torsion bars and telescoping hydraulic shock 
absorbers. A roll stabilizer increases stability 
on cornerse 


The steering linkage is worm gear with divid- 
ed tie rod construction. A steering linkage hydrau- 
lic dampener increases driving stability. 


The rear axle is an oscillating axle with lock- 
ing differential. 


The transmission has 4 synchronized forward 
speeds and one reverse. The transmission and rear 
axle drives are contained in a single housing. De- 
pending upon road conditions, the ratios can be al- 
tered by exchanging gearse 


The operating brakes act on a single hydraulic 
system to all wheels. The parking brake operates 
mechanically on the rear wheels. The brake drums are 
finned for cooling and the brake back plates have 
air ducts. The front brakes are of Duplex design, 
and the rear brakes are Symplex. 


The Spyder body is made of aluminum and is 
built fast to the frame. The underside is com- 
pletely and smoothly covered and vents are pro- 
vided in the removable shell under the rear end. 
All fenders have stone guards built into the wheel 
wells. The 2 doors offer easy entrance and exit, 
and are hinged at the front. They have inside 
door handles securing the door locks. The front- 
hinged front deck lid has an opening for the fuel 
filler cape Under the deck lid the battery, the 
hydraulic accumulator, the fuel cock, the steer- 
ing gear and steering linkage are easily access- 
ible. The entire rear portion of the body, in- 
cluding the rear fenders, can be opened, and is 
hinged to the rear cross member of the car. All 
of the functioning parts are accessible when the 
rear portion is open. The front deck lid and the 
hinged rear portion have guide pins and bar locks. 
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In addition to locks, the rear portion is equipped 
with leather tie down straps for greater safety. 
The car has two bucket seats. The driver's seat 

is adjustable, the other is fixed. The seat cush- 
ions are foam plastic filled. The removable Plexi- 
glas one-place racing windshield can be replaced 
by a 2-place racing windshield. A single wind- 
shield wiper insures good visibility. As special 
equipment, a sport windshield of safety glass with 
an aluminum frame can be obtained. 


The following technical data on the 550 Porsche 
Spyder is in addition to that furnished in the first 
issue of Panorama: 
Valves per cylinder 1 intake, 1 exhaust 
Full roller bearing, 
built up 


Crankshaft 


Dry sump, with oil 
ccoler and oil filter 


in main circuit 


Engine lubrication 





Carburetors Solex 4O PJJ or Weber 
49 DCM 
Muffler 2 mufflers leading to 
1 exhaust pipe 
Transmission gear ratios lst gear, 11:35 
nd gear, 17:30, 
16:31, 18:29 
3rd gear, 23:26, 
22227, 2:25 
ear, ’ 
$2u, 26:23 
Reverse 1 °56 
Steering ratio 1:14.15 


Total effective brake surface 115 sq. in. 


Tires Front: 5.00--16 
‘ -25--16 
Length overall ll fte 9 3/ ine 
Width overall 5 ft. 1 in. 
Height (unloaded) 3 ft. in. 


Sustained RPM (Racing) Max 6500 


Short period top RPM (racing) 7500 


Idling RPM 1000--1500 





Spyder, "grocery fetching" type, with full windshield. 
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(Not new but perhaps you haven't seen these) 4 


ing Cooper 
around "Arnage". 
Spyder won class. 





Number 37 ar 
Seidel tools a 
battered 1500 
thru S curves at 
the end. Altho 
they spun 3 times 





WE RECOMMEND 


Your attention is called to the January, 1956 
issue of "Sports Cars Illustrated", which contains 
eleven pages of foreign car service garages in the 
U. S. and Canada. Among the list are 17 Porsche 
garagese While we do not have member reports on 
all of these service establishments, you will un- 
doubtedly want to carry this list along with you 
on long trips. 


It is our intention to continue listing gar- 
ages that are recommended to PCA members..ebased 
on their personal experiences. By submitting the 
good and bad reports on Porsche service, we should 
soon have a comprehensive and tested list of ser- 
vice garages. 


Here are a few more which have been recommend- 
ed by PCA members: 


Brundage Motors Holbert's Garage 
738 Spring Street Warrington, Pa. 
Atlanta, Georgia Bob Holbert 


Joe Lancaster 
Havell Motors 
Morristown, N. J. 
Dalzell-Graham Co-VW Mr. Murphy 
Vallejo, California 


P. S. Motors 
Concours Motors Bakersfield, Calif. 
Milwaukee, Wis. Dave Smith 


Incidentally, in submitting recommendations 
Please indicate the extent of the Porsche parts in- 
ventories of the garage wherever possible. A good 
Porsche mechanic isn't always a consolation when he 
has no parts with which to work. 


al 


PORSCHE PRODUCTION 


Here's the word from Stuttgart on Porsche pro- 
duction...eas reported in the Frankfurter Allgemeine 
Zeitung: 


Output of the F. Porsche K. G. in 1955 has in- 
creased over 195 by about 1000 units and reached 
a total of 3,200 cars. It is estimated that there 
will be a further increase by 35-40% in 1956. Al- 
most 75% of the 1955 production was exported, the 
two largest markets being Switzerland and the 
United States. 


The Porsche factory currently employees about 
700 persons. To facilitate further expansion of 
output, part of the production plant will move in- 
to the original plant near Stuttgart, which has 
recently been evacuated by the U. S. Army. 


CHAMELEON PAINT 


A member reports that shortly after purchas- 
ing his '55 white Speedster the paint on the wheels 
turned from "Bridal White" to a sickly "Apartment 
House Beige." The spare wheel remained white un- 
til the tires were rotated then it, too, promptly 
changed color. No amount of cleaning or polishing 
would restore the original color so the wheels had 
to be repainted. Thus far the body paint has re- 
tained its original color. Another member reports 
that his '54 white convertible is now turning a 
cream color. Porsche Works, please note. 








THE NAMES, THE PLACES, AND SOME OF THE FACES 


This is a supplementary listing of new members 
who have joined the PCA since the publication of 
Vol. I, Number I of Porsche Panorama...complete as 
of press-time. Each month additional new member 
names and addresses will be published. 
(It is tentatively 
planned to issue a complete roster of PCA members 
and a full listing of recommended Porsche service 


lists on file and up to date. 


garages once a year.) 


Members can use these monthly listings to track are: 
one another down, get together and set up local or 
At this time, it does not seem 
This will have 


regional PCA clubs. 
advisable to specify fixed regions. 


CALIFORNIA 


Robert C. Thacker 
230 E. Vermont St., Escondido 


Dr. Kenneth M. Colby, M. D. 
734 Lovell Ave., Mill Valley 


John J. Donahue 
2244 Frazier Ct., Sacramento 21 


Ralph D. Lacoe 
4633 Cajon Way, San Diego 15 


Lt. Frank H. Dowell 
Sth EPID FLT, APO 1054 
San Francisco 


Hank Neiggemann 
512 Evergreen Ave., Santa Maria 


Joe Y. Chan 
2512 "S" St., Sacramento 16 


CONNECTICUT 


Eric Strom 
P. O. Drawer C. Hamden 1) 


James W. Zarbock 
North: Compo Rd., Westport 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Ue Ve Se. Roosevelt 
2500 Que St., Ne We 


John G. Schneberger, Jr. 
1830 47th Place, N- We 


FLORIDA 


Robert J. Velde 
1700 Salzedo, Coral Gables 


Dr. Willard A. Van Nest, M. D. 
501 Magnolia St., New Smyrna Beach 


Oscar E. Pennington, Jr. 
117 French Ave., Sanford 


H. L. Brundage 
580 Glen Way, Miami Springs 


GEORGIA 


Robert E. Cramer 
207 Red Rock Bldg., Atlanta 


Charles A. Lawrence 
45-A Sandy Springs Circle, Atlanta 


Keep your 


to wait until the concentration of members has been 
more accurately determined. It is suggested, how- 
ever, that members who are organizing local or re- 
gional PCA groups contact other PCA organizers in 
adjacent areas and attempt to work out practical 
boundaries for their regions or local groups so as 
to avoid a lot of future snafu over memberships, 
jurisdictions, etc. 


The only requirements for regional PCA clubs 


ILLINOIS 


Paul J. Fontaine 
4,83 S. Halstead St., Chicago 9 


David F. W. South 
7251 S. Shore Dr., Chicago 9 


MAINE 


Louis Oakes Hilton 
Oakhill, Greenville 


MARYLAND 


John E. Peregoy 
4319 Falls Rd., Baltimore 11 


Roy E. Cross 
5825 Phoenix Dr., Bethesda 


Ensign George D. Cheney, USN 
VW-13, NAS, Patuxent River 


Edward Lee Campbell 
209 C-1 Laffey Circle 
Manor Heights, Port Deposit 


D. P. Kinney 
12208 Kendall St., Silver Spring 


James E. Healey, Jr. 
6717 Eastern Ave., Takoma Park 12 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Lt. Roland H. Baker, USN 
Box 324, Falmouth 


James Miller 
11 Atlantic St., Lynn 


Charles G. Gion 
P. 0. Box 211, Webster 


MICHIGAN 


Gerald L. Buhrman, Jr. 
2341 Londonderry Rd., Ann Arbor 


Eugene E. Annabel 
11305 Virgil, Detroit 39 


Lawrence Lovell 
18235 Birchcrest Dr., Detroit 2] 


Don P. Wester 
2213 Dupont St., Flint 


Cornelius Wolk 
10966 Roxbury, Detroit 


MISSOURI 


J. J. Wolcott, Jr. 
610 W. 51st St., Kansas City 


~~ 


(1) that members belong to a national PCA; 
(2) that the local or regional club subscribe to 
the OBJECTIVES of the national PCA. 
regional and local clubs should be autonomous. 


Otherwise, 


NEBRASKA 


Richard D. Ferguson 
3030 Sheridan Blvd., Lincoln 2 
NEVADA 
Grant T. Anderson 
Box 123, Fernley 


Peter F. Young 
429 University Terrace, Reno 
NEW JERSEY 
Theodore E. Carrick 
262 Glenwood Ave., East Orange 


Norman H. Rose 
E. 170 Lawrence Dr., Paramus 


Charles E. Fowler 
175 Henshaw Ave., Springfield 


Robert W. Jamison 
200 Edinburg Rd., Trenton 
NEW YORK 


Robert J. Hennessy 

4 Jerusalem Ave., Hicksville 
Douglas Grewer 

102-45 63rd Rd., Forest Hills 


NORTH CAROLINA 


William F. Austin 
621 University Dr., Greensboro 
OHIO 


Nathan H. Russell 
2700 Brook Park Rd., Cleveland 


Edwin G. Vontom 

340 W. Warren Ave., Youngstown 
Floyd Acton 

261 Leland Ave., Columbus 1) 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Howard M. Brown 
712 A Drayton Rd., Chester 


John W. Case 
3 Tophill Lane, Levittown 


William Sacks 
26 Hawthorne Lane, Levittown 


L. Howard Single, Jr. 
208 Almore Lane, Wynnewood 
James R. Weiner 
725 Wolcott Lr., Philadelphia 18 
TENNESSEE 


Nathan I. Goff, Jr. 
3960 Pikes Peak, Memphis 
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VERMONT 


Dr. Frederic W. Fredette 
162 N. Main St., Barre 


VIRGINIA 


Jim W. Richeimer 
5740 Arlington Blyd., Arlington } 


Gale Richmond 
1310 N. Augusta St., Staunton 


E. Parker Cummings 
286 Northview Dr., Roanoke 


WASHINGTON 


Dr. Frank Harrison Clark, M. D. 
309 Herald Bldg., Bellingham 


WISCONSIN 
Irv. Burman 
6217 5th Ave., Kenosha 


Arthur H. Templeman 
296, N. 25th St., Milwaukee 


James W. Ash 
4451 Kopmeir Drive, Pewaukee 


Clarence W. Schmahl 
1912 N. 8th St., Milwaukee 8 
CANADA 


Frank G. W. Adams 
792 Ossington Ave., Toronto, Ontario 


J. A. Pope 
1 Ridgefield Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


oe all 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIPS ? 


A number of PCA members indicate that they 
have friends or acquaintances (non-Porsche own- 
ers but very interested in our cars...in other 
words, "Porsche prospects") who would be willing 
to ante up dues, etc. in order to be associated 
with PCA and to receive Porsche Panorama. 


Since Associate memberships may be a contro- 
versial matter we would like to have the reactions 
of all PCA members. If the majority of the member- 
ship approves, should Associate members be entitled 
to voting rights? PCA badges? Participation in 
PCA rallyes, etc. in other makes of cars? PCA a- 
wards? If the majority of PCAers disapprove of 
Associate memberships..-that's that. 


CLUTCH CABLE ADAPTER 


A simple and economical repair for broken 
clutch cables is an adapter sold by VW dealers... 
$1.00. The adapter holds the two broken ends to- 
gether until you can get to a place with more facil- 
ities. Throw one in the tool kit. John Markon--N.Y. 





Bill Sholar "Slaloming", son Lynn, navigating. 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 


Some of the Regions are starting to organize and 
are under way. Wherever there are a half dozen own- 
ers within driving distance, it is a good idea to 
form the nucleus for a PCA Region. 

This takes a little work. Will those inter- 
ested please write in so that we may publish your 
name as being the man to contact in your area? 


The following members should be contacted if 
you're in their Regions: 


CONNECTICUT-NEW ENGLAND 


Eric Strom 
P, O. Drawer C 
Hamden 14, Conn. 


FLORIDA Region 


A. E. Beling 
1710 Fifth Ave. 
Zephyr Hills Fla. 


LONG ISLAND, WESTCHESTER CHICAGO, ILLINOIS REGION 


Paul Fontaine 

4,834 So. Halstead St. 

Chicago 9, Illinois 
MICHIGAN REGION 


Douglas Grewer 
102-45 63rd Road 
Forest Hills, N. Y. 


NEW JERSEY Region 


Gerald T. White 

Westlawn 

Montville N. J. 
EASTERN PENNSYLVANIA 


Eugene B. Kent 
625 Topinabee Rd. 
Niles, Michigan 


WISCONSIN REGION 
Howard M. Brown 


712 A Drayton Road 1216 N. Prospect Ave. 
Chester Pa. Milwaukee 2, Wisconsin 


CENTRAL CALIFORNIA REGION 


Gene Bussian 


Hank Neiggeman 
512 Evergreen Ave. 
Santa Maria, Calif. 


For information, help and suggestions on or- 
ganizing PCA Regions, contact: 


Col. Harvey N. Brown, USAF 
6628 Washington Drive 
Falls Church 

Virginia 


Harvey is Chairman of the Organization Com- 
mittee of the PCA and has available copies of the 
Constitution of the Potomac Region. 


CHRISTOPHORUS 


Bill Sholar has a limited number of back is- 
sues of "Christophorus", the elegant factory-issu- 
ed Porsche magazine, which were sent to him from 
"de Woiks" in Stuttgart. (Subscriptions to "Chris- 
tophorus" are available thru the factory, and run- 
ors persist that an English language version will 
be forthcoming in time. ) 


If you want a copy of one of these back is- 
sues of "Christophorus"...mail Bill seven (7) cents 
in stamps. The color photographs alone are worth 
the price. 





Ed Vontom-Ohio, and the "Pregnant Pup". 








UP-FIXIN’ 
ager PORSCHE 








(The 2nd article on TUNING, originally sche- 
duled for this issue, arrived too late to be includ- 
ed. It will appear at a later date...S ORR YI!) 


SELECTING SPARK PLUGS FOR BEST PERFORMANCE 


(We want to express our appreciation to George 
M. Galster, Service Manager of Champion Spark Plug 
Company, for the following article and photos. In 
general the article applies to all make plugs. Note 
that for racing, CLEAN plugs should be checked af- 
ter acceleration for the correct "picture" rather 
than as suggested at 3000 miles. A later article 
will present a table of comparable plugs of other 
makes. A hint to interpret the plug picture: 
WHITE - too hot, BLACK - too cold, TAN - right. 
One more suggestion...(who's writing this article 
anyway? )..».some plug gaskets are so loose-fitting 
that they'll drop off when the plug is inserted 
in head...euse a new gasket when replacing plugs 
and a little grease on the plug seat will hold the 
gasket. Mr. Galster's article follows.) 


SPARK PLUG SIZES 


Spark plugs used in Porsche cars differ 
from those ordinarily used in American engines 
only in thread length or "reach." This is the 
distance from the gasket seat of the plug to the 
end of the firing end threads. In the Porsche 
Spyder, a 3/ inch reach lymm diameter plug is 
used; all other models take a 1/2 inch 1mm plug. 
While the shorter 3/8 and 7/16 inch reach plugs 
ordinarily used in American engines could physi- 
cally be installed and run in an emergency, poor 
starting and acceleration characteristics may re- 
sult from the pull-back spark location. 


SPARK PLUG HEAT RANGE 


In addition to differences in thread diameter 
and reach, all spark plugs are manufactured in 
various heat ranges as required by engine design 
and operating conditions. Heat range refers to 
the ability of a plug to dissipate heat. A hot 
running plug dissipates heat slowly to the en- 
gine cooling system and is used to avoid deposit 
build-up under slow speed, start-stop, light ser- 
vice conditions. A cold plug, on the other hand, 
gets rid of its heat rapidly and is used for rac- 
ing and hard service to avoid overheating or "pre- 
ignition" because of the high temperatures. Ac- 
tually the "normal" plug specitied for a parti- 
cular engine takes care of all average driving 
conditions and only on rare occasions will hotter 
or colder types have to be substituted. Champion 
spark plug types found best suited to Porsche en- 
gines are as follows: 


TYPE GAP 


Spyder Models (3/4" reach) 


normal service...+e+ee+NA-10 2025 
TACINg cccccccceces «ee +NA-12 -018 
All other models (1/2" reach).1-10S 2025 


For additional reference, the following heat 
range selections can be made: 


3/4" reach 1/2" reach 


Hot NA-8 L-10 
NA-10 L-10S 
NA-12 LA-10 

Cold — § —'° Seene 


SELECTING HEAT RANGES 


How does one know if the proper heat range 
plug is being used for individual driving con- 
ditions? 


Used spark plugs removed after a few thou- 
sand miles of service offer the best guide as to 
whether a different heat range should be substi- 
tuted. 


If the insulator is light brown or tan in 
color and the electrodes show only normal wear 
(see figure 1) the plug heat range is "right" 
for the engine. 


ry) 





Figure 1 





Figure 3 Figure 4 


If the plug is too hot running, however, the 
insulator may be white or blistered in appearance, 
as shown in figure 2, and the electrodes will prob- 
ably be worn or burned excessively. Normally this 
condition calls for the next colder type plug. How- 
ever, Overadvanced ignition timing (either basic 
settings or distributor advance) will also encour- 
age overheating. Remember that changing spacing 
of breaker points: also directly affects timing; 
always check timing when points are replaced or 
respaced. 


A plug too cold running will generally have 
excessive combustion deposits formed on its fir- 
ing end. These deposits conduct electricity at 
certain temperatures, thereby shorting out the 
high voltage and causing misfire. 
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If the deposits are carbon-like as shown in 
figure 3, a hotter type plug is probably required 
because of generally show speed driving. However, 
rich carburetion could also be causing this diffi- 
culty and should be checked before arbitrarily sub- 
stituting a hotter plug. 


Oily deposits, shown in figure , also could 
call for a hotter type pluge While this condition 
usually means excessive wear and poor oil control, 
these deposits also could be encountered during new 
engine "break-in" before rings are fully seated. 


SPARK PLUG SERVICING 


A spark plug is in no way defective just be- 
cause it misfires due to fouling deposits on its in- 
sulator. These deposits are merely a surface con- 
dition and can be removed using standard spark plug 
abrasive cleanerse Where a lot of driving is done 
in city traffic at relatively low r-pem.'s, clean- 
ing of plugs should be done at about 3,000 mile in- 
tervals or less to assure best overall performance. 
Any oily deposit must be removed with solvent, how- 
ever, and the plug must be thoroughly dry before 
cleaning with abrasive. 


Contrary to some ideas, there is no "protective 
coating" removed from the plug insulator during clean- 
ing- Glaze coatings were removed from spark plug 
firing ends during the early Twenties when leaded 
fuels were introduced. Modern Champion insulators 
are extremely hard and completely uniform through- 
out, therefore they are unaffected by proper clean- 
ing procedures. 


After abrasive cleaning of the insulators, elec- 
trode sparking surfaces should be dressed with a 
point file to restore bright surfaces. The side 
electrode only should be bent to achieve parallel 
sparking surfaces. 


When installing plugs, 3/ inch reach types 
should be tightened to about 25 pounds-feet while 
the 1/2 inch reach types can be tightened to about 
30 pounds-feet. If a torque wrench is unavailable, 
tightening the plug about 1/2 turn will suffice af- 
ter seating it by hand on a new gasket. 


Seal 


HOW'S THE OIL PRESSURE 
By Paul Fontaine--I1l. 


I had oil pressure sensing device troubles for 
some time; rupturing the pressure diaphram in 30 to 
60 days. After bursting three of the pressure swit- 
ches, I installed an oil pressure gauge to get a 
physical check on the pressure. At 000 RPM pres- 
sure built up to 65 plus PSI with an oil tempera- 
ture of 140 degrees F. Cold starts rocked the 
gauge up to 100 PSI at 1500 RPM. 





About the same time the pressure switches were 
bursting, my clutch developed slipping troubles; so 
the clutch was inspected and found to be well oiled. 
The clutch plate was replaced and a new oil pressure 
switch installed. The excessive oil pressure had 
caused leakage by the rear (forward on Porsche) 
main bearing seal, causing the oiled clutch. At 
no time had the oil relief piston been inspected. 
This was an expensive oversight! 

After a few weeks, which was required to de- 
termine the correct pressure for the relief piston 
operation, the pressure control spring and piston 
were removed. The correct oil pressure at the 
pressure switch is l PSI. A piece of carbon was 
found in the relief cylinder holding the piston 


out and so blocked the passage which should re- 
turn the relieved oil to the sump. The 1/2" of 
washers that were found shimming up the pressure 
spring didn't help either. 


Here is how I rigged up the pressure gauge. 
Remove the oil pressure sensing unit. Screw in a 
1/8" NPT (National Pipe Thread) by 5" nipple with 
a 1/4" NPT Tee bushed to 1/8" NPT in two of the 
connectionse Screw the oil pressure sensing switch 
into one of the 1/8" bushings and the center one in- 
to the 1/8" by 5" nipple. This type of assembly is 
known as a pipe tee, "blind." A standard water 
pump pressure gauge with a 100 PSI scale has a 1/4" 
NPT connection. Screw the pressure gauge into the 
top of the tee. Gun the motor and the oil pres- 
sure should rock up to 50 PSI and break down to 
4S or so, if not check the pressure relief piston 
and spring. This may save a $35.00--$50.00 clutch 
job. Incidentally, the Volkswagen clutch fits the 
1S3--1500N. 


The moral to this story is to check the oil 
pressure with a pressure gauge at the first indi- 
cation of oil pressure trouble. 


Your editor advises against trying to change 
the spring tension or shimming up the spring to cor- 
rect oil pressures on the basis of a pressure 
gauge reading unless the gauge has been cali- 
brated or compared with an accurate gauge. If 
you would like to have the oil low pressure light 
(green) on the dash light up at a different pres- 
sure, you can adjust the setting with a small 
screw driver through the threaded end of the pres- 


sure switche 


MAIN JETS 


Two members stated that they have noticed a 
marked improvement in engine smoothness and gaso- 
line mileage by changing the main jets from 120 
to 115. 


PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 


Competition Accessories, 70) Washington Ave., 
Iowa Falls, Iowa, P. 0. Box ly, have a 13-page book- 
let of VW and Porsche accessories with prices. VDO 
Speedometer with 1/10s...$22.50. 


Accurate Carburetor, 670 Academy St., New York 
34, N.Y., will send a new VDO Speedometer with 1/10s 
in exchange for your Speedometer and $21.00, or it 
will convert your present one to 1/10s for $16.50. 


REAR WHEEL BEARINGS 


A VW rear wheel bearing will fit a '55 Porsche 
eeemaybe others. Same part number. Cdr. Jesse 
Adams--Calif. 


OIL BREATHER CAP 


My 'S4, 1500 came equipped with an oil breather 
cap that was packed with steel wool. After a short 
time rust began to run down to the crank-case. This 
was quickly stopped by removing the wool with a 
hemostate Dr. Gene Rideout--Wash. 


OIL FILTER KIT 
The Pur-o-lator oil filter kit used on 6-cyl. 


Chevrolet trucks fits Porsches. Price...$8.50. 
Dr. B. G. Stewart--Calif. (non-member) 
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AN EYE ON THE BUCK 


Any change in the printing and/or format of 
Porsche Panorama you may notice in this or the next 
several issues can be attributed to our experimen- 
tation. The first issue cost more than anticipated. 
We are now trying to find some method of giving you 
an equally good publication with less drain on the 
Treasury. Balanced budgets are "in vogue" around 
here. 


This mich we promise: We'll do our level best 
to keep the quality of content as good...or better.. 
as that of Porsche Panorama's first issue. To make 
good on that promise, however, we needee..seseeeeees 


HELP 


We can pick the brains of a few PCA members for 
worthwhile material just so long. After that we'll 
be in trouble unless ALL PCA members pitch in with 
technical articles, news items, how-to-do briefs, 
pictures, etc. 


Ray Pitts, our Technical Editor, has come up 
with a number of good projects for study or research 
which would be informative for all Porsche owners. 
All he needs is the manpower to help do the work. 


If one or more of the projects listed below ap- 
peals to you, how's about volunteering to take it 
on, give it the $64,000 treatment and produce an 
article for subsequent publication in the "Double 
P"? Don't worry about your talents as an "author." 
We prefer to run material "as is" wherever possible. 
If it needs any brushing up, we'll have a go at it. 


One more thing: We haven't met the owner who 
knows ALL the answers about Porsches. So...even if 
you know just ONE answer, don't make another PCAer 
learn it the hard way. Write it up! Send it inJ 
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PROJECTS 


We are pretty well equipped for the next sev- 
eral issues of Panorama to provide feature technical 
articles, but looking to the future..ewe need some 
help from anyone who would like to write a page or 
two on a special subject. 


Some of the ideas we've thought of as potential 
material include: 


(1) What kind of paint is used on Porsches? 
What cleaners, polishes and preservatives are best? 
What are the best preservatives for cloth tops? 


(2) What gasolines leave the least deposits and 
still have a satisfactory octane rating? 


(3) What tires are available for normal driy- 
ing and racing? What are the prices? What are the 
wearing and traction qualities? What about tire 
pressures under varying circumstances? 


(4) How can the home Porsche mechanic align the 
front wheels? 


(5) What jets are best for cold, hot weather, 
city, and racing use? 


(6) What are the best seat belts for the money? 


(7) What radios are available that are suit- 
able for Porsches? 


(8) What rear view mirrors are best for Pors- 
ches..eat low price? 


(9) Is there a reasonably priced method of re- 
placing blistered, etc. rear lights (windows) in 
Speedsters? 


(10) What are the best methods of keeping 
Speedsters from leaking like sieves in heavy rains? 


(11) What about a complete explanation of the 
Porsche electrical system...including installation 
of switches, proper sizes for bulbs, fuses, wire, etc? 


(12) What about adjusting and relining Porsche 
brakes? 


You may be an expert in one of these or some 
other field. We would like the benefit of your dis- 
coveries or talents. When it is appropriate, we 
will get the opinion of the factory and add it to 
your article. 


BADGES. . «BELATED 


Believe it or not...-you will get a PCA Badge 
one daye The design was selected from 12 submit- 
ted by three commercial designers. It was some 
job making the selection but we feel the Badge 
Committee has made an excellent choice. 


A picture of it will be in the next issue of 
Pano although we hope to have the badges before 
then. Featured are the letters P C A in red on 
a white ground. An American eagle has been used 
to signify it is an American club and the colors 
used are red, white, blue, black and chrome. The 
design is modern rather than conventional...you 
might say it has a "forward" look, only you would- 
n't want to. But it definitely has the Porsche 
"feel" for MOVEMENT. We know you'll be proud to 
"pin" it on your badge bar. 


BUMPER BARS 


VW bumper bars fit Porsches...and look good. 
John Markon--N.Y. 
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PORSCHE SPEEDSTER WINS GAMR The route from Smugglers Notch continued north- 

by ward to the Canadian border, then crossed back into 

Major Frank Beckett New York at Rouses Point at the northern end of Lake 

Champlain. At Whiteface Mountain (elev. )872), a 

(Frank Beckett, Potomac negion-PCA, is an old large number of cars encountered trouble. The snow 

nd at rallyes both at home and abroad. This is was deep, and the road was too narrow to permit much 

second Great American Mountain Rally...and he's passing particularly if a car partially blocked the 

lready making plans for his third! The Army En- road. From here the route led back into Keene, New 
gineers are a hale and hearty lot! ) Yo rk. 


a 


A Porsche Speedster driven by Yonald Kriplen After a mandatory rest stop of 2 hours, the last 
W. Rickert of Indianapolis, Indiana, won part of the second section of Stage Two began. By 
Great American Mountain Rallye (GAMR) this time most of the drivers had been on the road 
the team a lw (Triumph TR at for 12 hours and were becoming cold and weary. The 

he Elimination Trials in Poughkeepsie, New York. prospect of another 8 or 9 hour's drive was not very 

iting. From Keene, New York, the route went south 

_" on Nes ™ Au : . - on a 

Every year the Motor Sports Club of America : g back into Vermont near Poultney. This road 
sponsors the Great American Mountain Rallye Endur- was uneventful except for a stretch through one of 
r event is the only automobile endur- the state parks. Here, because of the low tempera- 
run listed on the F.I.A. calendar which is and dampness the road was ice covered and ex- 
rye The event is recognized as tremely slippery. The route went back into New York 

g rh test of automobile performance State near Cambridge, then proceeded to Poughkeepsic« 
in the United States. This year's event was no the finish point. of the 61 cars starting the Ral- 

exception. lye, 57 finished. 
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The Third Annual GAMR was organized in two It was in Poughkeepsie that this correspondent 
stages. Contestants had the choice of entering pulled his biggest boner of the Rallye--made a wrong 
the first stage (a Monte Carlo type) and the sec- turn blocks from the finish, got lost, and came ~ 
ond stage, or the second stage only. The first } minutes, 38 seconds late which netted 278 penalty 
stage started on November 21 and consisted of a points. This meant moving from a guaranteed seventh 
1000-mile distance run which terminated in New to an overall sixteenth place. So goes it! 

York Ci Starting points for this stage were 
i d as Jacksonville, Indianapolis, Wash- 
Kansas City, Chicago, etroit, St. 
Boston, Toronto, and Montreal. The F p ; ¥ 
as started from See’ Seek City on Nov- In addit overall win, Kriplen/Rick- 
oceeded over a route covering an 1100- ert & > icine” seca gee i COE Seese 
of the Northeastern United States and yut by Ging s/Ber nard wet he une ware F5e8% 
hkeepsie, New York, on November 26. One as well as seventh in the overall stand- 











AMR SIDELIGHTS 
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one cars participated in Stage Two which a 
Boat Basin on New York's West Side on ’ Stone 

7 - ed in the first 20 
morning. The first car started at 7 aem. BATON 


others following at 2-minute intervals. 


at least  finish- 
ing once again to 
id handling qualities re- 














: F zarc ions 
ant was given a set of printed route in- . nae 
which gave average speeds, routes, and * . ; : 
ne Tne route instructions prov Tne most interesting performance was turned 
InSe ne uve isv ICUs iS VV = - a . > . . > 7 
, in by the rorsche entry, oweigh fer/Sweighofer. the i 


accurate that a map of the area was hard- ~ 
sarye _ 


ar Kapids, lowa, who is 70 years old. 


r 
member of this team was Mrs. Martha Sweig- 
f 2 
or . She drove and navigated like a v 















n . , . teran ir g 
leaving New York City the route followed , vere ° 
, : 611 ¢ again that th reserved 
, York Thruway to Catskill State Park. Some alesis : é ‘ - ae 
. : . > r on t ung twelftr 
of ilt driving of the first day was ‘ a a a ra 
»verall and won the manship ophy 
en this area where the roads were ss 68 a sees 
Spe: ler sp 5M: went to the Porsche 
c Another difficult stretch was en- mal M: port _ Be e. : a : 
, P E. Menino the only all-woman entry 
c x in the Adirondack Mountains just we ie Se —_ a 
t the end of the first sec- 
> . 
‘ oe > 4 eae ~ FLASH 
ion of Stags end of the first day all 
ars that start at Lake Placid without , , oid: a = , r 
ad Rumor has it that the 1956 Great American Moun- 
mishap. Rall t ] xt i into C 
tain Rallye may be even longer, extending into Can- 
; , sae ‘ ada- Tnis will give it real international flavor. 
The second section of Stage Two began at Lake m , : . Sror , . , ’ 
; ine participants may be divided into f[ ssional 





Placid. After a short jaunt to Keene, New York, re ee: pleen.. : 
: 4 é ate asses awarded. 


hill climb was held, the route led 

n crossed over into Vermont at the 

Lake Champlain. ncoln Gap (elev. 

first real obsta neountered, but 
it as difficult as the 195, event CLASSIFIED ADS 

it was crossed in the reverse and proved to 

t stretch of all. Shortly after Lin- ‘ 

Oln Gap, the route led to Smugglers Notch at Stove, sified ads of not more than 10 lines for PCA members 









Panorama will gladly run one-shot clas 





fa: 
ct 
° 
£ 
q 
14) 





mont. The Notch (eleve 2162) was snow covered ---free of charge. Ads will be restricted to Por- 
on the uphill side and yo covered on the downhill sches, parts, equipm 1 y O rial instru- 
side. Here, practically all the cars had some dif- ments. Firm rather t ing" ist be 
ficulty. Chains were a must in most (a few stated. A charge of be mi CA ed 
getting over without them), and the r gear bers for each additional run of the same or like ad. 
was used in other cases to keep from ng into Non-member rates: $2.50 per 10 lines... ject to 
a ditch or off the side of the road. the same requirements and restrictions. 








